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that you be disbarred. Your lawyer has al-
ready said that you will appeal, that it’s un-
precedented. Will you personally take part
in that appeal and appear in Arkansas to
argue your case?

The President. No. No, I promised my-
self, and I promised the American people
when all the proceedings were over in Con-
gress, that I would take no further personal
part. And I knew when the timetable for this
was moved up that I’d always be at a severe
disadvantage because I will not personally in-
volve myself in any of this until I’m no longer
President. It’s not right.

The only reason I agreed even to appeal
it is that my lawyers looked at all the prece-
dents, and they said, ‘‘There’s no way in the
world, if they just treat you like everybody
else has been treated, that this is even close
to that kind of case.’’ So the precedents con-
tradict this decision, and ultimately the deci-
sion has to be made by a judge. And so we’re
going to give the judge a chance to do what
we believe is right, and I think that’s the right
thing to do.

Mr. Brokaw. But Mr. President, this
comes in a State where you were the attorney
general, where you taught law. You’ve now
been held in contempt of court by a Federal
judge in that State, and you’ve been rec-
ommended for disbarment. With all due re-
spect, this is a stain on your record well out-
side the political arena, isn’t it?

The President. Well, when I’m not Presi-
dent anymore, I’ll be happy to defend myself.
And there is certainly another side to both
those things you mentioned, and I’ll be happy
to talk about it. But the main thing I want
to say tonight is the only reason I agreed even
to have papers filed, since I’m not going to
defend myself while I’m President, is that
there are clear precedents where more sig-
nificant kinds of conduct—even if you as-
sume what the judge says is right, which I
strongly disagree with—that led to nowhere
near this kind of decision. This decision con-
tradicts all the cases on point that the com-
mittee has ever decided in the past. And so
we’ll let a judge decide whether it’s right or
wrong.

NOTE: The interview began at 6:30 p.m. in Roo-
sevelt Room at the White House and was broad-
cast live. In his remarks, the President referred

to Lisa Myers, national correspondent, NBC
News; President Chen Shui-bian of Taiwan; Hong
Kong Democratic Party Chair Martin Lee; and
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New York City.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Mbeki
May 22, 2000

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House. And let me say a special word
of welcome to President and Mrs. Mbeki and
the South African delegation.

In 1966 Robert Kennedy began a famous
speech to the students at Cape Town by de-
scribing his deep interest in a land settled
by the Dutch in the mid 17th century, then
taken over by the British before finally be-
coming independent, a land with com-
plicated and cruel racial problems dating
back centuries, a land of untamed frontiers
alongside a proud history of entrepreneurial
achievement. He said, ‘‘I refer, of course, to
the United States of America.’’ [Laughter]

Obviously, in 1966, and in 2000, a great
deal unites South Africa and the United
States. We share a fundamental sense, dating
back to our earliest struggles, continuing
through our most recent ones, that nation-
hood is more than an inheritance; it is a living
gift to be protected, defended, and redefined
every day.

Few nations have worked harder at nation-
hood or achieved more impressive results
than South Africa. Few leaders have given
more of themselves to the struggle than
Thabo Mbeki. His mother says that even
when he was a small child, he used to get
terribly excited whenever news broadcasts
came over the radio If only we could rep-
licate that today. [Laughter]

When his father was in prison, alongside
Nelson Mandela, in the early 1960’s, Thabo
Mbeki carried on the struggle from England.
At the tender age of 21, he delivered a pow-
erful appeal for his father’s life in which he
mentioned, as an aside, the fact that his fa-
ther’s birthday was the Fourth of July, 1910.
Even though the United States was not ex-
actly supporting the ANC in 1964, he saw
that day, nevertheless, as a symbol of free-
dom and all the more reason his father

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 12:03 Jun 01, 2000 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P21MY4.025 txed02 PsN: txed02



1192 May 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

should not lose his life for affirming the sim-
ple truth that all people are created equal.

Fortunately, Thabo Mbeki won that cam-
paign, as he has won so many since. And
South Africa’s resurgence has given the en-
tire world something to feel proud of. Today
we talk about how best to deliver on its prom-
ise, how to deepen the friendship between
our nations. I have already thanked President
Mbeki for his strong support for peace-
keeping and his ongoing leadership through-
out the continent. I pledged to him that we
would work harder to hasten the return of
peace in troubled parts of Africa and that
we would do more to build the prosperity
needed to make conflict and disease less like-
ly.

So many people who are here tonight, Mr.
President, Mrs. Mbeki, contributed to the
landmark legislation I signed last week to ex-
pand our trade with Africa and the Carib-
bean. Now we need to keep the momentum
going to support the Africans who are work-
ing and fighting for peace, to relieve the debt
of the poorest nations, so they can devote
their resources to basic human needs, to find
cures and treatments and preventive strate-
gies for the diseases ravaging the continent.

With echoes of John Donne, President
Mbeki once said we have to address the
problems of other peoples, because ‘‘each
one of us is a particle of the complete whole.’’
A South African poet, Mongane Wally
Serote, recently wrote a poem entitled,
‘‘Come hope with me.’’ As you might imag-
ine, I sort of liked it. [Laughter] In the poem,
he urges people never to forget, ‘‘life is a
promise, and that promise is us.’’

Tonight I ask you to join me in a toast
to President and Mrs. Mbeki, to the people
of South Africa, and the promise of South
Africa, the promise that will always join our
two peoples.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in the
State Dinning Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Mbeki’s wife,
Zanele, and his mother, Epainette. The President
also referred to Public Law 106–200, the Trade
and Development Act of 2000. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of President Mbeki.

Remarks on the New Markets
Legislation Agreement
May 23, 2000

The President. Thank you very much, ev-
erybody. And I think it’s just ‘‘good after-
noon.’’ [Laughter] Mr. Speaker, Secretary
Summers, Secretary Shalala, Administrator
Alvarez, and Mr. Sperling from the White
House. And I want to recognize here from
the House of Representatives Congressman
Rangel, Congressman Talent, Congressman
Watts, Representatives Watt, Kanjorski,
Jefferson, Velázquez, LoBiondo, Chambliss,
Becerra, Bono, Davis, LaFalce, Price, Reyes,
Waters, Hinojosa. I think that’s everybody.
[Laughter]

I’d also like to acknowledge people who
aren’t here who have supported this effort,
to Chairman Archer and Representatives
Clyburn, Roybal-Allard, Hayworth, Kildee,
and the members of the Congressional Black,
Hispanic, and Indian Caucuses. And I want
to acknowledge the presence in the audience
of Mayor Webb of Denver and Mayor
Campbell of Atlanta.

This morning Speaker Hastert and I have
the honor of announcing a truly remarkable
bipartisan achievement. We have completed
an agreement to making historic investments
in the untapped markets of America’s inner
cities, rural areas, and Native American res-
ervations.

Today, our economy is the strongest it has
ever been. But there are places that have still
not been touched by our prosperity. For over
7 years, our administration has worked hard
to change that. Under the Vice President’s
leadership, we have created and adminis-
tered empowerment zones and enterprise
communities; we have strengthened the
Community Reinvestment Act and fostered
community development banks and other
community financial institutions. These ini-
tiatives, I believe, have made a significant dif-
ference in many places in America. But we
know that we have more to do, and we know
we must do more to get private sector firms
to step up to their responsibility to create
jobs and opportunity.

That’s why I launched this new markets
initiative last year. I’ve been to Appalachia,
to the Mississippi Delta, to East Palo Alto,
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